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Beethoven composed more than eighty songs in all - the first one as early as
1783, in Bonn, the last forty years later in Vienna. In the course of his experience
with the genre he outgrew the aesthetic and stylistic conventions of the
Classical era and developed a form of his own that foreshadowed the Romantic
songs of Schubert and Schumann. This recording provides impressive testimony
to his achievement.
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