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The programme presented by Fretwork illustrates the genuinely cosmopolitan
atmosphere that sustained musical creation at the Tudor and Stuart courts,
which did not hesitate to draw on the sources of Franco-Flemish or Italian
music. Although the Jews had been banished from the kingdom of England since
1290, the Italian-Jewish Bassano and Lupo families became veritable
compositional dynasties, dominating music at court for the best part of a
century between 1550 and 1650. Birds on Fire, by the British composer Orlando
Gough, adds a contemporary echo inspired by klezmer music.
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